	Self-evaluation Questions

	Write your responses here.  Use complete sentences as often as possible.
	Peer Evaluation:  If the sources

meet the criteria, check “Yes.”If not, 
check “No” and provide an 

explanation by writing on the source 

printout.

	1. Is the information still valid and up-to-date?

Record the copyright date or a “last updated” reference.  Recent information can be critical in some fields while older publications can be helpful for long-standing or historical social issues
	The copyright date-February 14, 2015- is both current and acceptable.
Alternate sample from a different source:  While the copyright year of 1975 dates back forty 

years, the social injustice regarding the poor treatment of women has been around for 

thousands of years.  It is, therefore, acceptable.

	Yes
	No

	2. 
	
	
	

	3. Is the author credible?

What is the position or job of the author?  What qualifies him or her as an expert on the topic?  Is he or she an authority?
	Campbell Robertson’s article appeared in the New York Times, a credible publication.  We can assume that he is also credible.
Alternate sample:  The author, Michael R. Benitez, M.D., has a doctoral in applied medicine, qualifying his commentary as credible.
	
	

	4.  What kinds of materials does the publisher produce?

University and research-based sites publish information that is carefully researched.  Sites like Wikipedia are inappropriate because the public can change the information or post invalid information.  Magazines publish trendy articles, objective opinion pieces, and gossip, which differ greatly from news or science magazines.
	The New York Times is a renowned publication of current events and common interest of Americans.   
It has also reached a global audience.

Alternate sample:  The Christian Science Monitor communicates to a specific audience with similar beliefs.  Ordinarily, it might not make for a good source of objective information.  In this case, however, the information I plan to use is factual, citing background information on my topic. 
	
	

	5.  Is the source objective or biased?

Why does the source exist? Is the author’s purpose to inform, persuade, entertain, or some combination of these?  Does the author use the components and/or language of bias?
	This article is an informational current event based on recent court decisions in the southern state of Alabama.  It’s significant mostly because of the predominantly conservative views of its citizens.
Alternate sample:  The source itself may have examples of opinions and biased (see annotations), but I plan to cite the facts used in this opinion piece.

	
	

	6. How much information does the  source cover?

Does the source give an overview or detailed information?  Does the material support other information you have read or add new information?
	This short article gives the significant details of some court rulings in Alabama.  Most judges are issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples, but some have not.  The article does not declare why all judges have not.  This information supports the necessary components of my research, especially for the second body paragraph.
Alternate sample:  This section of the text provides a history of assisted suicide, and it also details examples from Washington and Maine.  It fully supports my topic.

	
	


