	Criteria
	Scoring Explanations
	Score



	Organization- up to 10 pts.


	10 pts.- The response includes an engaging introduction, body with insightful support, and a strong conclusion.

8 pts.- The essay is organized but could be more engaging, insightful, and strong.

5 pts.- The essay lacks organization.
	

	Thesis Sentence- up to 10 pts.


	10 pts.- The thesis statement skillfully states the social justice issue and its effects, as well as an organization’s or person’s efforts to alleviate the issue.

8 pts.- The thesis statement is stated but is missing information about the social justice issue or an organization’s/person’s efforts to stop the issue.

5 pts.- The essay lacks a thesis statement.
	

	Use of Quotes- up to 10 pts.


	10 pts.- The essay skillfully uses sufficient and appropriate quotes.

8 pts.- The essay uses quotes.

5 pts.- The essay lacks use of quotes.
	

	MLA Citation- up to 10 pts.


	10 pts.- Quotes are cited accurately with no error.

8 pts.- Quotes are cited with minor error.

5 pts.- Quotes are cited with major error or are not cited.
	

	Explanation/Interpretation of Quotes- up to 10 pts.


	10 pts.- All quotes are skillfully explained/interpreted.

8 pts.- Quotes are explained/interpreted.

5 pts.- Quotes are not explained/interpreted well or at all.
	

	Conclusion- up to 10 pts.


	10 pts.- The thesis statement is skillfully restated, making a final point.

8 pts.- The thesis statement is restated.

5 pts.- The thesis statement is not restated.
	

	Overall Quality of Response- up to 20 pts.


	20 pts.- The response skillfully addresses the topic.

15 pts.- The essay addresses the topic but could be more effective.

10 pts.- The essay lacks a clear and convincing approach.
	

	Conventions- up to 10 pts.


	10 pts.- The essay is skillfully written and shows a strong command of conventions.  All technical specifications were followed.

8 pts.- The essay has a few errors in conventions.  Some technical specifications were altered.

5 pts.- The essay has major errors in conventions.  Several technical specifications were ignored.
	

	Works Cited Page- 10 pts.


	10 pts.- All directions were followed (Formatting, organization, credible sources, 3 sources)

8 pts.- One direction was not followed.

5 pts.- More than one direction was not followed.
	

	Overall Grade


	
	Total:




Social Justice Research Paper Rubric
Name___________________________________________________________________

You will be scored on the following criteria.  Remember, only a paper that is publication-worthy will score a 100%. 
