LOTF:  The Difficult Questions

1. Golding’s war experiences caused him to begin a search for an explanation for the evil in man.  How does this novel illustrate man’s capacity for evil?  Who is the most evil and in what ways are the boys portrayed as evil?
2. Discuss Golding’s views of civilization.  More specifically, he sees civilization as a mask to hide an individual’s primitive nature.  How is this idea represented in the novel, and what happens when the mask is removed?
3. Golding uses detailed descriptions of the island in an effort to emphasize the fact that nothing on it is dangerous.  What then poses a threat to the boys?  Why has the loveliness of the island degraded in the end?  What might this say about mankind?
4. Describe the progression of each of the hunts.  Cite examples.
5. “…Ralph wept for the end of innocence, the darkness of man’s heart, and the fall through the air of the true, wise friend called Piggy.”  What is the significance of this quote?  Is this a happy ending?  What is Golding’s message for the future of mankind?
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