Chapter 7

1.  Ralph is maturing but also reverting to “childlike” behavior – biting his nails.  Symbolism: progress is never fully realized.  Ralph is lured by the excitement of the hunt (throws spear at boar and strikes).

2. Jack is wounded by the boar and both boys compete for attention.

3. Game:  pig hunting ritual

4. Theme:  Breakdown of civilized behavior.  Even Ralph is showing signs of savagery, as he is excited by the hunt and excited by the game.  Robert is frightened and hurt and almost injured.

5. They reach the mountain to seek the truth, but they are too late because they were delayed by the hunt.  The light (symbol) is poor, and they cannot see truth (only more illusion to fear).

Chapter 8

· The “beast” seems real now.  Both Jack and Ralph report that they’ve seen it.

Meeting:

· Ralph says they can no longer have a signal fire (for rescue and security) – they are beaten.

· Jack uses this to try to oust Ralph, but fails because Jack asks the islanders to vote against Ralph rather than for Jack.  The boys won’t.

· Jack’s departure liberates Piggy- for the first time he gathers wood and starts a fire himself.

· Others recognize Ralph as their leader but sneak off to hunt with Jack.

Theme:  Breakdown of civilized behavior

· Jack no longer called by his name but “chief.”

· Extremely savage hunt – boys have no more taboos about killing – descriptive wording about the killing-harsh showing of savagery

· Jack, who claimed he would hunt the beast, no says “We aren’t going to bother about the beast. We are going to forget about it.”  Jack makes a sacrifice (pig’s head) to the beast (totem to ward off evil)

· Jack steals fire.

· Simon, hidden alone in his secret place, secretly witnesses the vicious killing of the sow (a female pig)

· He understands the true evil on the island is the boys’ natures

· Pig’s head “tells” Simon to go back and tell the others not to interfere with the events or he (Simon) will be killed.

· Symbol: Fire – not only means of rescue, but now a means of protection against the dark and the beast (light and dark motifs and symbolisms)

· Taboo – violence is now acceptable/saying Jack’s name/

· Rituals:  a sacrifice, or gift, for the beast.  The sequence of fear, ritual, and sacrifice is almost like a twisted form of religion or worship.  Fear of the beast…ritualistic reenactment of the hunt…sacrifice of the pig’s head

The title Lord of the Flies comes from the word “Beelzebub.”  Beelzebub was Baal, who worshipped far and wide in and around Palestine.  To the Jews, he came to represent a false god (demon).  

Solomon to Beelzebub:
"I said to him, 'What are your activities?' He replied, 'I bring destruction by means of tyrants; I cause the demons to be worshiped alongside men; and I arouse desire in holy men and select priests. I bring about jealousies and murders in a country, and I instigate wars." - TSol 6:1-4
The pig’s head called “Lord of the Flies.”  Golding has Simon see the head as a symbol of evil.  Jack’s tribe in creating a shrine of the head, sacrificing to a beast, etc., is “worshipping a false god.”
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