Grammar Diagnostic

Fill in the blank.

1. The essential noun of the sentence is called the  _____________________.

2. A word that names a person, place, thing, or idea is called a ________________.

3. A word that modifies a noun is called an _______________________.

4. A word that is used to express an action or condition or state being is a _________.

5. A word that connects words, phrases, or whole sentences is called a _______________.  Three examples are ____________________________.

6. The words a, an, and the are called ____________________________.

7. A word that modifies a verb, adjective, or adverb is called an ________________.

8. A noun which receives the action of a verb is called a _________________.

9. A noun which follows a linking verb and renames the subject is called a _______.

10. An adjective which follows a linking verb and describes the subject is called a _______________.

Write only the subjects of the following sentences:

11. The engineer designed a building.

12. Yes, the boy and the girl became friends quickly.

13. Does the student know the answer to the question yet?

14. Over the tall trees flew the mighty eagle.

15. One of the people in the crowd stood and shouted.

16. Please pack a snack and a lunch for the trip.

Write only the verb(s) of the following sentences:

17.  They adjusted the seat in the car.

18. The weather became cold and dreary.

19. We have been waiting for the train for two hours now.

20. His main goal is to support his fellow teammates.

21. The neighbor’s dog barked at the children and ran after the cyclists.

Identify the italicized verbs as action or linking:

22. Sam seemed angry with his sister.

23. The flower was wilting in the summer heat.

24. Doug completed the longest pass in the school’s history last Friday.

25. That painting was only a replica of Van Gogh’s Starry Night.

26.  The thief had been our neighbor all along.
Identification

Example:  The licorice tasted odd.

the = AA

odd = PA

tasted = V

Some of the bears were dangerous and aggressive.
27. Some
28. bears

29. were
30. dangerous

Auntie Edna gave Gary four fresh cherry pies.

31. Gary
32. fresh
33. pies

The scientists studied the air quality for months.
34. The

35. studied
36. for

37. scientists
Joey clearly should have been the primary suspect.
38. should

39. clearly

40. suspect

Use the following sentence to answer questions 41-46.

Today, charging groceries to a registered credit card, a common practice, is one way to earn discounts in a store.
41. Today is a(n)

a. adjective

b. adverb

c. verb

d. preposition

42. charging is a(n)

a. gerund
b. action

c. infinitive

d. participle

43. practice is a(n)
a. gerund
b. appositive
c. participle
d. infinitive
44. This sentence contains ____ prepositional phrases.

a. 1

b. 2

c. 3

d. 4

45. The word registered is a(n) 

a. verb
b. adverb
c. appositive
d. participle
46. The only infinitive in the sentence is

a. to a registered credit card

b. a common practice

c. in a store

d. to earn discounts

47.  Which is a fragment?

A. Then I got in my car and drove to the place I would soon call my second home.

B. While warming up, my conscience told me that my style of dance was different compared to the others.

C. During our break deciding to go meet my teacher about some changes I could make.

D. What if I made one mistake, what would she say to me?

48.  Which of the following is a run-on?

A. I was recently in your Home Supply Store in Appleton, and I purchased a Neat ‘n’ Clean hand vacuum.

B. I wrapped it, a week later on December 15th, being that I purchased this on December 8th, I gave it to her for her 40th birthday.

C. She even called her sister, bragging about what she got.

D. My dad took out his tools, took it apart and worked on it, but still once it was put back together it did not work properly.

49.  What change should be made to the following sentence?

The following Saturday morning she opened it up and was very pleased with it’s looks.

A. change up to up,
B. change very to real
C. change pleased to please
D. change it’s to its
50.  What change should be made to the following sentence?

Tea or soda are a pro-burger-eater’s choice when it comes to the heavy-duty burgers.

A. change soda to Soda
B. change are to is
C. change it comes to they come

D. change heavy-duty to heavy, duty 
51.  To reduce wordiness, which is the best revision of the following sentence?

So when you get there, you need to go on in and get seated.

A. Arrive and enter and sit.

B. So when you get there, you need to enter and get seated.

C. When you get there, enter and be seated.

D. You get there; you enter; you get yourself seated.

52.  Which improves the clarity and conciseness of the following sentence?

Once I reached the studio I saw the people in my class and I didn’t know any of them except one girl.

A. Once I reached the studio, I realized I knew only one of the girls in my class.

B. I reached the studio and I saw the people in my class and I didn’t know any of them except for one girl.

C. Except for one girl, I saw I knew no one in my class upon reaching the studio.

D. The people in my class I didn’t know except for one girl once I reached the studio.
53.  Which change should be made to the following sentence?

Get off and hook the chain to the front underside of the Jet Ski where there is a small hook, turn the crank until it is taut.

A.  change underside to under side
B. change  front underside to front, underside

C. change hook, turn to hook; turn
D. change it is to they are
54-55. In a short paragraph, explain why grammar is important.
