English I Research Paper: Social Justice

What is social justice? Matthew Robinson, PhD, summarizes the words of John Rawls, an American philosopher.  Dr. Robinson states:

Social justice is about assuring the protection of equal access to liberties, rights, and opportunities, as well as taking care of the least advantaged members of society. Thus, whether something is just or unjust depends on whether it promotes or hinders equality of access to civil liberties, human rights, opportunities for healthy and fulfilling lives, as well as whether it allocates a fair share of benefits to the least advantaged members of society.
Although justice in our increasing globalized society has advanced greatly in the modern era, there are still many marginalized people both in and outside of the United States who struggle for fair treatment on a daily basis. Fortunately, there are talented, dedicated individuals who are using their talents and passions to help alleviate social injustices throughout the world. Whether it’s through providing women with access to education in Africa, creating biotechnology for the disabled, or helping immigrants learn how to adjust to life in a new country, people are finding innovative ways to help those in need. 
 For this assigned research paper, you will choose a social justice issue from the list provided that appeals to your interests and experience. You will then craft a well-worded thesis in which you explain background information on the social justice issue, as well as the person, group of people, or organization that is currently doing something to address this injustice.  Your thesis should be written in parallel structure and address both components of the paper: the background of the issue and those who are working to solve this important social justice issue. Your paper will answer this question: “What is the social injustice and how is it being addressed?”
Structure of the Paper:
I. Introduction:  hook and ladder; thesis
II. Background of Social Issue
III. What a person, people, group, organization is currently doing to battle/to address the injustice?
IV. Conclusion: Call-to-action, if/then, solution
Technical Specifications:
· Typed, 12 pt, Times New Roman, double-space, 1” margins (MLA format)
· 2-3 pages 
· 4-6 paragraphs 
· 4 sources (3 required for paper)
· Use of proper internal (parenthetical) citations for quotations
· Due Date:_____________________
Social Justice Issues-Choose one from the list.

· Access to Education
· Adoption

· Affirmative Action

· Affordable Care Act (Obamacare)

· Airport Screening Procedures

· Alcoholism

· Anti-Muslim Discrimination

· Bullying

· Child Labor

· Date Rape

· Disaster Relief

· Domestic Violence

· Dream Act

· Embryonic Stem Cell Research

· Equal Pay

· Euthanasia / Assisted Suicide

· Gang Violence

· Gay Rights

· Genetic Engineering

· Genocide

· Gun Control

· Gun Rights

· Hate Crimes

· Hazing

· Health Care Disparities

· HIV / AIDS

· Homelessness

· Honor Killings

· Human Trafficking

· Hunger

· Identify Theft

· Illegal Immigration

· Minimum Wage

· Organ and Body Donation

· Outsourcing Jobs

· Poverty

· Prayer in Schools

· Racism

· Rape

· Retail Profiling

· Recycling and Conservation

· Right to Work

· Same-Sex Marriage

· Sex Trade

· Sexism

· Sexual Harassment

· Sharia Law

· Single Parenting

· Social Networking and Privacy

· Stand Your Ground Laws

· Steroid Use in Sports

· Stereotyping

· Sweat Shops

· Teen Pregnancy

· Terrorism 

· Unemployment

· Violence in Schools

· Violence in Media and Entertainment Industry

· Voting Rights Restrictions

Parent approval signature:_____________________________Name:____________________
Please write a brief note indicating your approval of this topic (for parent).
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
For student:

Why did you choose this topic? How can you narrow your topic?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

