The Introductory Paragraph
“You never get a second chance to make a first impression.”  The opening paragraph of your essay will provide the reader with a strong impression of your claim or argument, but it will just as importantly communicate your writing style and the overall quality of your work.

The introduction is often the most difficult paragraph to compose because the writer should grab the attention of the audience (Hook) and then connect (Ladder) the creative opener to the claim or argument (Thesis Statement).
Hook Ideas
1. an interesting quotation, fact, or statistic 

2. a vivid and perhaps unexpected anecdote 

3. a thought-provoking question 

Sample Introductions
1. Hook  (RED)
2. Ladder (BLUE)
3.  Underline the Thesis (GREEN)
Anecdote 

Stirring on her bamboo bed, she wakes before dawn.  The goats haven’t stirred and the rooster hasn’t crowed.  It’s early, but it’s time.  Time for a five-mile hike to the nearest water source and five miles back.    Even in the darkness, she must set out.  Dangers lurk along the path—rugged terrain, wild animals, even wicked men.  Face them she must.  Although she would love to attend school with her five-year-old twin brother, she must fulfill her daily chore.  She makes it safely to the river—dangers avoided.  Sadly, the very thing she came to the river to get is the most dangerous thing of all.  She fills her can with water and lugs the 40 pounds back toward home.  Who is she?  Limpo is one of the thousands of children who die every week due to drinking unsafe water.  Children and adults alike are victims of this awful killer.  The lack of clean drinking water is a social injustice because it gravely impacts the health of individuals who drink contaminated water, and WaterAid works to address this issue by building wells in areas where clean water is not available.

Can you distinguish the hook, ladder, and thesis from the next two examples?  The color-coded paragraphs can be found at the bottom of this document.
Thought-provoking Question
What fantastic voyage does clean water take to fill our washing machines, to pour from our faucets and shower heads, and to sprout from our drinking fountains?  The American government ensures our good health and hygiene by processing, pumping, and piping millions of gallons of clean water to millions of people, who largely take this staple of life for granted because of its sheer convenience.  What, however, do the people of underdeveloped nations do without a safe-water source, not even a drop for miles?  The lack of clean drinking water on a global scale is a social injustice because it gravely impacts the health of individuals who drink contaminated water, and WaterAid works to address this issue by building wells in areas where clean water is not available.
Interesting Quotation, Fact, or Statistic

Inadequate sanitation and waste-treatment facilities in high-population areas have put 33% of the world’s population at risk for disease and death.  According to the UN and WHO data, more than five million people die annually from water-borne diseases, and of these, about four million deaths are of children below age five.  This remarkable state of affairs continues despite substantial advances in the past 100 years in public health, technology, and medicine, primarily because these advances have not been systematically implemented to address water quality problems. The lack of clean drinking water is a social injustice because it gravely impacts the health of individuals who drink contaminated water, and WaterAid works to address this issue by building wells in areas where clean water is not available.

The Body Paragraphs

The body paragraphs support and prove your thesis statement.  They house not only the content of your support but also the proof of what you already know in the form of carefully selected citations from your research. Be sure to begin separate paragraphs with transitions.

The Conclusion Paragraph

The purpose of the conclusion is to bring everything to a smooth ending.  Just as you grabbed the reader’s attention in the beginning, now you want to lead the reader to your ultimate point.  The conclusion should make your ultimate purpose clear.  Although you should always include a restated—not repeated—thesis, you should not end with that sentence.  It is effective to return to your hook in order to give the reader the feeling of coming full circle.  Then you should always end with a clincher.

Clincher Ideas

1. a call to action
2. an if-then statement 

3. a solution 

Sample Conclusion

Cleary, the lack of clean drinking water is a social ill that is claiming the health and lives of billions of people around the world.  Such devastating losses should not be.   How is this issue solved?  How are girls like Limpo rescued?  How is clean drinking water ensured?  The answer is simple.  Concerned individuals should know the truth and spread awareness.  They should also donate to WaterAid.  Donations, big and small, allow wells to be built, diseases to be curbed, and lives to be saved.  By joining together, this social injustice can be eliminated.
Answers:

Sample Introductions

1. Hook  (RED)
2. Ladder (BLUE)
3.  Underline the Thesis (GREEN)
Thought-provoking Question
What fantastic voyage does clean water take to fill our washing machines, to pour from our faucets and shower heads, and to sprout from our drinking fountains?  The American government ensures our good health and hygiene by processing, pumping, and piping millions of gallons of clean water to millions of people, who largely take this staple of life for granted because of its sheer convenience.  What, however, do the people of underdeveloped nations do without a safe-water source, not even a drop for miles?  The lack of clean drinking water on a global scale is a social injustice because it gravely impacts the health of individuals who drink contaminated water, and WaterAid works to address this issue by building wells in areas where clean water is not available.

Interesting Quotation, Fact, or Statistic

Inadequate sanitation and waste-treatment facilities in high-population areas have put 33% of the world’s population at risk for disease and death.  According to the UN and WHO data, more than five million people die annually from water-borne diseases, and of these, about four million deaths are of children below age five.  This remarkable state of affairs continues despite substantial advances in the past 100 years in public health, technology, and medicine, primarily because these advances have not been systematically implemented to address water quality problems. The lack of clean drinking water is a social injustice because it gravely impacts the health of individuals who drink contaminated water, and WaterAid works to address this issue by building wells in areas where clean water is not available.

