Essay Standards
· Length: At least two pages per essay

· Organization: An introduction is required. Between two and four body paragraphs is common. A fully formed conclusion can be very beneficial, but it is not required.

· Content:

· Novel essay: 25-35 specific textual references

· Poetry and prose passage: An appropriate number to determine how much evidence is appropriate is not suggested. How you treat the evidence matters more. Because you have the text, consider using run-in quotation as the main treatment of evidence.

· Balance of textual evidence, the 8s and 9s we've seen in class have contained more insight/analysis than evidence. The 5s and 6s have more evidence than analysis.

· Organization: 

· Paper progresses in order to best attack the prompt

· Internal organization solidifies your persuasion
Answer the whole prompt, and attempt to make a comprehensive analysis of the entire piece.
Introductory Paragraphs:  Concise, but precise
Thesis One: Sylvia Plath's "Daddy depicts her difficult relationship with her father through strong diction, allusion, and metaphor.
Thesis Two: Sylvia Plath's "Daddy" examines the speaker's attempt to resolve acute psychological problems caused by a lack of attention and affection from her father and by his premature death when she was ten. Plath uses diction and metaphors that portray her father as a stern, authoritarian figure, as well as a Nazi and a vampire who tormented her emotionally.
Thesis One: Empty Thesis Syndrome- She uses the term "difficult," which is vague, and she likely just rewords the prompt. This student is no further along when she starts the body as when she started the introduction.
Thesis Two: The reader knows exactly where the writer is headed and can relax, and the writer has constructed a focused prelude to evidence that supports the initial claim.
A thousand college and high school teachers grades over a million essays in a week.  This takes a heavy toll of the assessors.  Papers which feature a clear thesis put the assessor at ease.  Don’t take forever to make your point.  Make you point immediately, and the assessor will look forward to your essay.  Tire the assessor out in the beginning….good luck.
